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3. ACTIVE ALIGNMENT

Typology of S; A, O

Donahue, Martk and Seren K. Wichmann (eds.).
2008: 175e- 1ypologyrof Semanii Alignment. Oxtord:
Oxtord University Press.

>+ - (active alionment) absent, ot rare [in Africal™
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Diagram 1: (Nominative-) Accusative system (S = A, P)

intransitive.....| 5

transitive A

Diagram 2: (Absolutive-) Ergative system (S = P, A)

intransitive

transitive........ A

Diagram 3: Active/agentive system (S, = A, Sp=PF)

intransitive...... Sa Sp
transitive A P

Case assignment in these Afroasiatic and Nilo-Saharan languages is conditioned by the semantic
nature of core noun phrases, the semantics of the verb, as well as tense/aspect. All three factars are
listed by Dixon (1994: 70-110) as frequently occurring features conditioning the distribution of split-5
and fluld-5 marking cross-linguistically.

Dixon, R. M. W. 1994, Ergativity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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DOM in Saharan (Nilo-Saharan) languages
like Kanuri. But no case marking of core
functioens (S, A, O) in Beria

Beria (Saharan, Nilo-Saharan): split-S system

akobi, Angelika. 2006. Focus in an
g

active/agentive alignment system — the case
of Beria (Saharan). ZAS Papers in
Linguistics 46: 129-142.
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Object markers for P and the
principal argument of a
medium verb

(V)-
n(V)-
0
t(V)-
n(V)-
%)
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nd- rd - I
OJ:2Sg marry SJ1Sg PV
P A

‘I will marry you.’

£- s€ T -1
OJ1Sg eat SJ3 [PV:PI
P A

“They [the lions] will eat me.’
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(6) nb- S- kO
0J:28g¢ MED get.lost : IPV
P
“You will get lost.”

(7) © ao -n
0J:3 stop SJ:3
P Ain‘pﬂs
‘He stopped.’

(8) té- kéde
OJ:1P1 fall
P
“We will fall.”

In the perfective, some active transitive and intransitive verbs and some medium
verbs delete the third person subject marker, cf. (9) to (11). The deletion of this
morpheme is not predictable but lexicalized.
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9) O Ki- na © -1
OJ:3 PFV:3 buy SJ:3 PFV
P A
‘He has bought [it].’

(10) ka- ga (%) -1
APPL come SJ:3 PFV:Pl
S
“They came.’

(11) né- gé %] -1
0J:2Sg sleep SJ:3 PFV
; Ai.mpcrs
“You slept.’

As the zero encoding of A in (9) and of Aimpers in (11) is identical to the zero
encoding of S in (10), the patterning of S with A or Aimpers again shows the
characteristics of an accusative alignment system,
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Active alignment is also found in Eastern

Sudanic languages with Ergative/Marked

Nominative case.
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Turkana (Nilotic, Nilo-Sahatan)

Some basic properties:
m Essentially vetb-initial

m Poestverbal S; A marked for case (by way of tonal
inflection): Marked Nominative

B O (regardless of its syntactic position not marked
tor case: Absolutive
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m Prevetrbal S; A (ot O): Absolutive

m Cross-reference marking on the verb for'S;
A, and O

m Strongly head marking at the clausal level
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(18) k-a-kip-1” ayon emuni  lo-kimoyin ‘a/the snake bit me in
P-me-bite-A me snake (N) in-finger my finger’

Most typically, the locative complement indicates an inalienably possessed
entity, such as a body-part. Constructions of this type are extended cases
of VO, S core sentences where the subject refers to a part possessed by

the object.

(19) k-grveb-i avoy” akioki ‘my stomach aches’
P-me-ache-A me stomach (N)

é-yaka-si 1ikaala  ‘there are camels, the camels are there’
3-be-PL camels (N)

é-yaka-si ayoy’ nikaala ‘1 own/have camels’
3-be-PL me camels (N)
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-g-1ply-0 av.my PR, It surprises me
P-me-surprise-IT me

(53) k-a-sil-ikin-it avap' PRO, ‘I am lonely’
P-me-lonely-DAT-A me

Subjectless sentences with a primary plus a secondary object are either
passive, or the subject is left out optionally (ellipsis), in which case it
can always be inserted.

(54) k-@-tn-akin-i (fesi avon ) akimoj
P-me-give-DAT-A 3 SG (N) me food
*he will give me some food’

(55) Ak-ag-mm-akin-i-0 favon ) akimej
P-me-give-DAT-A-PASS me food
‘I will be given some food"
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Active Alignhment 1in Afroasiatic

B Omotic:

Amha, Azelb. 2009. Wolaitta. In Gertit |. Dimmendaal
(ed), Coding Parzicipant Marking: Constrnstion 19pes: 7
Toelpe Afrioan Iangnages, pp: 995-364. Amsterdam: and
Philadelphia: Jolhn Benjamins.

B Fluid-S system
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Wolaitta (Omotic)

Sttongly dependent marking at the clausal level (extensive
case marking)

Formal (*iconic”) marking of cote versus petiphetal case
(with the Dative)

Nominative and Abselutive (Accusative) formally marked
Essentially verb-final

Fluid-S system
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(8) a.

nasd-y gupp-eési

boy-M:NOM jump-3MS:PRES:AFF:DCL
“The boy jumps’

maccaas-iya  laaw-aus(u)
wOoman-F:NOM Yyawn-3FS:PRES:AFF:DCL
"The woman yawns'

nafsd-y hiitt-da  bolld-n  gupp-eési
boy-m:NoMm bed:m:acc body-Loc jump-3Ms:PRES:AFF:DCL

"The boy jumps on the bed’

naa-t-1  harg-anéaa bolld-n waass-odsona

child-pr- sick- body- make.noise-

M:NOM NMZ:M:ACC LOC  3PL:PRES:AFF:DCL

"The children make noise on the sick man (i.e. they disturb him)’

naa-t-{ Pastamar-iya-ssi  dend-odsona
child-pL-m:NOM teacher-M:ACC-DAT stand.up-3PL:PRES:AFF:DCL
"The children stand up for the teacher (to show him their respect)
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(9) a. bitdned harg-eési
man.M:NOM be_sick-3MS:PRES:AFF:DCL

“The man is sick’

maccaas-iya  Saar-adsu
woman-F:NOM be.pregnant-3Fs:PAST:AFF:DCL
“The woman is pregnant/The woman became pregnant’

Statives can also be expressed by non-verbal constructions. Thus, (92 and b) can alter-
natively be expressed as in (10a) and (10b).

(10) a. bitdneé harg-dnéa
man. M:NOM sick-nMzZ
“The man is sick’

bitdneé  perer-iiwa harg-eési
man:NOM arrogance-M:Acc besick-3MS:PRES:IAFFDCI
“The man looks down upon everyone

bitdneé  suuttaa  yeekk-eesi
man:NoM blood:acc cry-3IMS:PRES:AFF:DCL
“The man cries bitterly/ regrets something very badly

maccaas-iya  gulbdtaa-n faar-adsu

woman-F:NOM Knee:M:ACC-LOC hr:-pr:‘:gr'mnl-]l-':-i:MF.T':AI—'l-‘.'[:IL.I.

"The woman has become very lazy’

[i.e. “The woman became pregnant on her knee which hindered her from
moving'] '

(*macaas-iya gulbatan jadra ‘'The woman is pregnant on her knee’)
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balgd-y gel-iisi
winter-mM:NOM enter-3MS:PAST:AFF.DCL
“The winter/rainy season started

boneé kiy-iisi
dry.season-M:NOM go.out-3MS:PAST:AFF:DCL
“The dry season started’

lira-y wodd-iisi

rain-M:NOM descend-3MS:PAST:AFF:DCL

‘Tt rained’

fd-yyo méhé-y de-eési
IMS-DAT cattle-M:NOM exist-IMS PRES.AFF:DCI
‘He has cattle’

Pd-ssi rnaa-r-1 brai{wa)

3Mms-DAT child-pPL-M:NOM eKiSUNEG

‘He does not have children’

neé-yyo wolkd-y Fit't - iiss

25G-DAT strength-m:NOM refuse-3IMS:PAST:AFF:DCL

“You are not strong any more [lit: ‘Strength refused for you'|
tad-yyo tukké-y gid-Fiss

15G-DAT coffee-M:NOM be.enough-3Ms:PAST AFF:DCI

‘T have enough coffee’ [i.e. ' don't want any more coffee’]
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tand sdkk-eesi
1sG:aAcc do_pain-3MS:PRES:AFF:DCL
Tm sick’ (I feel pain as I speak)

tddni sdk-étt-aisi
1sG:NOM do_pain-Pass-1SG:PRES:AFF:DCL
‘T'm sick’ (state, longer period-of sickness)

tana nanis-iisi
1sG:acc be.hungry-3mMs:PasT:AFF:DCL
‘T am hungry’

tdani namis-étt-aasi
1sG:NOM be.hungry-paAss-1SG:PAST:AFF:DCL
T'm hungry
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(20) a tind  huipe kot't-eesi
156:ACC head-M:NOM knock-3M$:PRES:AFF:DCL
Thave head ache (* fadnf hutlpiya kbtettaasi)

. tind  Piloy sakk-eesi

Is6:AcC stomach-M:NOM do.pain-3MS:PRES:AFF:DCL
T have stomach ache' (7 tadni Priluwaa sdkettaasi)

Summer School on Language Typology




tanag tukkeé samoy-iisi
1sG:AccC coffee:noM crave.for-3MS:PAST:AFF:DCI
T longed for coffee

taani tukk-riya ramott-aasi

1sG:NoM coffee-m:acc crave.for-15G:PAST:AFE:DCI

T craved/lenged for coffed’

70 naa-t-i yiilioy-oosona

3FS:ACC child-PL-M:NOM| make.angry-3PL:PRES:AFF:DCL
“The children make her angry’

7d naa-t-u | bolla-n  yiillo!-adsu
3rs:NOM child-pL-Mm:NOM body-Loc be.angry-3rs:PasT:AFF:DCL
‘She is angry at the children’
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Maale (Omotic, Afroasiatic)

m Strongly dependent marking at the clausal
level (extensive case marking)

= Nominative and Abselutive (Accusative)
formally marked

m Essentially verb-final (but OVS, SVO, VSO
allowed)
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Amha, Azeb. 2001. The Moole Languoge. (CNWS Publications, 99.) Leiden: Leiden University.

351 Core case

There are two main ways of marking core ¢ase in Maale, The first tvpe involves
suffixing the morphemes -6 for the Absolutive and -4 for the Nominative. The second
way of marking core case involves tone, That is, low tone on the final vowel of the
noun designates the Absolutive whereas high tone indicates the Mominative. The
choice of one of these two ways of marking case correlates with definiteness, gender
and number Inflection of the noun. In this section we presenl & summary of the
mteraction between definiteness, gender, number and these two core cases,

All indefinite singular nouns (which are identical to citation form nouns), nouns
affixed with the masculine pender marker -atsi, indefinite plural nouns marked with
-atsi, and definite plural nouns marked with -ntsl distinguish Nominative and
Absolutive cases by high and low tone respectively. The following examples
illustrate this

433, rdbhi darsi ba[-uwd-5e
llon:NOM  elephant: ABS  surpass-1PF:NEG-N:DCL
*A lion cannot intimidate an elephant’
{lir. “A lion does not surpass an elephant”)
nai-atsi wiil-dtsi baizz-G=ne
child-MNOM  axe-M:ABS  lose-PF-A:DCL
"The boy lost the axe’

wnd Gr=@ s mukk=é-ng
young girl-PL:NOM  come-PF-A:DCL
“Young girls came’

didrzd-nii mis " -ntsi ments-&-ne
elephani:PL-DFPL:NOM  tree:PL-DF.PL:ABS break-PF-A:DCL
"The elephants broke the ireas’
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Table 3.2 Absolutive and Nominative gase marking in Maale
ABS: ... NOM: Hi | ABS: -6

tasi ‘person’ 2asil
mitsi ‘tree’ ;
kani ‘dog’

wuodard “girl’

mis’ -0 mis -a
wudur-i wudur-i

fas-atsi ?us-Ltsi
kan-atsi, Kan=atsi,
(kanzi kangi)

[

fas-ell-o Tas-cll-3
kan-éll-0 kan-all-a,

{kan-i kan-a)

wudr-itsi wudig-dtsi | 7as-6
| mis
| kan-atitl-0  Kan-atit)-a
?HE-ﬁ-I‘*S‘I
wudur-o-ntsi wudur-o-ntsi
kan-at(t})-o-ntsi  kan-atft)-0-ntsi
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3.5.2 Peripheral case

The term ‘peripheral case’ is used here as a cover term to refer to morphemes
marking the “Dative”, “Instrumental”, “Locative” etc. Except in some occurrences of
the Locative, the other peripheral cases are preceded by the Absolutive marker -6.

5321 The Dative

The Dative is marked by the morpheme -m. It is affixed to nouns in the Absolutive
case. The following examples illustrate the marking of the Dative case in indefinite
singular nouns (i.e., the form identical to the citation form).

45, Citation form Dative
tanni  ‘husband’ tanni-m  ‘for a husband’
doolle ‘pigeon’ doollé-m ‘for a pigeon’
pard *horse’ pardo-m  ‘for a horse’
mirka ‘witness' méarka-m ‘for a witness'

46a. Tini tad-6-m ma7-é baazzi keezz-é-ne
3IMS:NOM father-ABS-DAT happen-REL.PF thing:ABS tell-PF-A:DCL
"He told something to his father'
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However, there are some examplt5 where & benefactive meaning does not seem i
be associated with the noun affixed with thd Dative case,

52a. Tzh mizab6i  Pasi-m Lat-é-ne
IF5:NOM beautiful person-DAT | marry-PF-A:DCL
*She married a handsome boy'

gibbe Talki muuzg-m k'dra-ke

all meat food-DAT good-BE: AL DCL

*All meat is good to eat’ :

Tiini Tafill-6-m w:ﬁﬁ'ﬁ? mif e cligp-e-y
IMSENOM cloth-ABS-DAT how much money: ABS pav-PF-()
*How much did he pay for the cloth

In some fixed expressions, the noun with the Dative case is interpreted as an affecio
entity or beneficiary which lacks control ovlr the situation expressed

Tza-m giig-é-ne |
IMS:ABS-DAT agree-PF-A:DCL
*He succeeded’ (i.e., ‘It agreed 1o hifn ")

Tiza-m gel-é-ne
IMS-ABS-DATenter-PF-A-DCL
‘He understood” {i.e_, ‘It entered 10 him ")

ompare the above examples with (54)! below in which the subject is in
I

Tzl giig-é-ne
IMS:NOM agree-PF-A:DCL
‘He agreed’

Tz gel-é-ne
AMS:NOM enter-PF-A:DCL
*He entered”
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3522

The morpheme -na marks the Instrumental and its semantically related case; the
“Comitative”, Consider the following examples:

55a. Thini deefa wolk'é-na poi?-é-ne
3JMS:NOM medicine:ABS power:ABS-INST be-light-PF-A:DCL
‘He was cured by the medicine'

(lit. *He became light (not dark) by the power of the medicine)

ta lagg-atsi peekd macc-0-na wolla
ISG:GEN friend-M:NOM 3LOG:GEN wife-ABS-INST together

mukk-é-ne
come-PF-A:DCL
‘My friend came with his wife’
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3.52.4 The Locative

There are three Locative suffixes. These have an overlapping but slightly differen
function and morphological distribution

62. -idda ‘on/in’
‘on/in’
‘on/in’
-idda, -aa and -ka may occur in identical pogitions as in :

53, toki ‘foot' —> ték-idda tokda ték-ka ‘on/in a foot’

mitsi ‘tree’ —> mits-idda m'lsLa mis-ka ‘on/in a tree’

|

maari ‘house' —> madr-idda madr-a madr-ka ‘on/in a house’
tooki ‘head” —> took-idda took-aa took-ka ‘on/in a head’

ote that the expressions mddra, madridda, madrka ‘on/in a house' do not strictly
efer to the interior of the house or the construgtion itself. They refer to the house as

ell as the cleared ground around it, which is used as a drying place for grain and a
place where different family activities take place. To refer only to house as a
onstruction or to locate something in the interior only. keetsi "house’, wide "hut’
are used. l

As the examples under (63) show, when the) Locative suffix -aa follows a syllable

ith high tone, it is reduced to -a. Further examples showing this tonal variation

clude the following: '

Tz zedd-aa koom-é-ne !
IMS:NOM skin-LOC jump-PF-A:DCL,
*He jumped on the mat’ I
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Ambharic (Ethiopian Semitic)

aster to-C’annok’-ofé
Aster INCH-wOITY.PRF-3F
‘Aster is worried’

(24) aster to-donnak’-adf

Aster 1NcH-astonish.pPrp-3F
‘Aster is astonished’

In both (23) and (24) the subject (S) of the intransitive clause occurs in clause-
initial position and agrees with the pronominal suffix on the verb as expected. Now
consider the synonymous constructions in (25) and (26) below:

(25) aster-(in) Eannak’-at

Aster-(acc) worry.prEIM-3r0
‘Aster is worried’

(26) aster-(in) dannak'-at
Aster-(acc) astonish.prr.3M-3rO
‘Aster is astonished’
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Some conclusions:

m Case assignment in these Afroasiatic and Nilo-
Saharan languages 15 conditioned by the
semantic natute of cote noun phrases, the

semantics of the vetl, as well as tense /aspect:
All'thitee tactots ate listed by Dixon (1994: 70
110)) as/ trequently occursng features
conditioning: the distribution of split-S and
flurd-S marlking cross-linouistically.
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B Communication between “descriptivists” and “theoreticians’ not
always easy

Hyans and Levinson (2009: 430) make the following obsetvation:

“It will take a histotian of science to untravel the causes of this
ongoing presumption of underlying lansuase unitormity. But a
major teason 1s simply that thete 1s a lack of communication
between theorists in the cognitive sciences and those linguists
most in the know about linguistic diversity. This is pattly because
of the reluctance by most descriptive and' typological linguists to
look up from their fascinating particulasistic worlds and engage
with the latoer theotretical issues in the cognitive SCICnces.
Outsiders have instead taken the articulate envoys from the
universalizing oenerativist camp, to tepresent the consensus view
within linguistics. But thete ate other reasons as well: the relevant
literature 18 forbiddingly opaque to outsiders; bristling with
arcane phonetic symbols and esotetic terminologies.”

Summer School on Language Typology




